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few railroads until we approach the mouth of the combined Brahmaputra
and Ganges. There, where the total annual rainfall is toward 60 inches,
and where June, July, and August each have about 12, we find Calcutta,
the largest city and former capital of India, with a population of a million
and a half. It is the seaport and trading center not only for the province
of Bengal, which contains over 50 million people (far more than in
France, Italy, or Great Britain), but for another hundred million or more,
farther inland.
Toward the northwest, up the flat Ganges Valley with its fine-grained
fertile plain of alluvial silt, the population continues to be dense. At first,
in the provinces of Bengal and Bihar, the people are mainly rice raisers,
but gradually, as we get into the United Provinces (50,000,000 people)
and then into the Punjab or Five River Province (25,000,000), wheat
becomes the dominant crop. So abundant are the people, over 500 per
square mile and sometimes 1,000, that great cities become numerous and
the railroads form a genuine network. To find the first city with more
than 200,000 inhabitants we have to go up the Ganges some 300 miles.
Then in the next 400 miles or so we find no less than six: first the sacred
city of Benares, where pilgrims bathe their dead and themselves in the
water that they drink; then Allahabad; Lucknow; Cawnpore, famous for
its harness factories and a massacre of British women and children in
1857; Agra, with the Taj Mahal, the most beautiful and stately tomb
ever made; and finally Delhi, the capital of all India. By this time we
have reached a climate which is delightful in winter, averaging 58° in
January, but frightfully hot in June (92°). We have also reached a
climate so dry that irrigation is essential. At Delhi only the four months
June to September average 3 inches or more of rain (8 in July). All the
rest have less than 1 inch, so that here, too, the contrast between the wet
and dry seasons is strong.
Northwest of Delhi the increasing dryness causes the population to
become less dense in spite of irrigation. Hence we have to travel nearly
300 miles before finding another city with 200,000 people. We find two,
Lahore and Amritsar. One of the most impressive things in this region
is enormous irrigation works built by the government to use the water that
pours down from the Himalayas. Still more impressive in another way
are the hundreds of thousands of shallow wells from which the peasants
laboriously lift water to irrigate their tiny fields. Everywhere vast labor
is expended for a very small return. Among all the great countries India
probably has the lowest standards of living.
Now we turn south down the Indus and find no more great cities and
only a few railroads until we reach the port of Karachi at the mouth of
the Indus, more than 600 miles from Lahore. The population becomes

